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Crown Sustainers
Randy & Nancy Green
Richard Tallin
Miriam Wilhelm & 

Eric Friedman

Crown Jewel Sponsors:
$1000+
Anonymous
Betsy & Spencer Garland
Nikki & Paul Goldstein
Lois Gould
Michael & Pat Harris
Mont & Karen Levy
Charles Lowenhaupt
Michael & Noemi Neidorff
Bobbye Shifrin
Lillian Samet (deceased)
Nancy Siteman & 

Michael Freund

Diamonds: $500-$999
Doron & Barbara Berger
Bonnie & Steve Davis
Robert Donati
Robert Friedman
Petie & Bob Karsh
Kenneth & Jaqueline Kleban
Joe Marchbein
Wilma Messing
Merle & Donald Miller
Diana Padratzik
Shay Roofing
Ruth & Alvin Siteman
Robert & Barbara Tallin

Emeralds: $250-$499
Meg & Randall Adler
Lisa & Dugie Baron
Les & Wendy Borowsky
Chinese Residents Group
Jeffrey & Michelle Cohen
Linda Goldstein
Sandra Greenberg
Karen Handelman & 

Marc Hirshman
Bryan Keller
Kenneth & Nancy Kranzberg
Terri & Steven Leyton
Lucy Lopata
Joyce & Arthur Margulis
Janet Monsey
Jeff & Sharon Rosenblum
Jim & Debra Shay

Rubies: $100-$249
Stephen & Darien Arnstein
Joanna Baymiller
Greta & Marvin Camel
Andrew Chao
Joseph Chused
Gloria Cohen
Matthew Coen & 

Emily Gallop Coen
William Comfort
Marcy & Richard Cornfeld
Leo & Kay Drey
Karen & Charles Elbert
Rabbi Mark Fasman
Rebecca Fierberg
I.J. Flance
Ted & Julie Flom
Gall Family 
Shirley Geeser 
Marilyn Goodman
Alexander & Tatiana

Gorodinsky
Rabbi Howard & Felicia Graber
Gilbert & Judith Grand
Thomas Green
Myron & Rhoda Hochman
Franceen Hoyt
Nancy Kalishman
Marcia & Lawrence Kent
Edgar & Joyce Kleban
Jackie & Alvah Levine
Paul & Shirley Londe
Bonnie Mann
Terri Mason
Lois Caplan Miller
Yale & Gale Miller
I.E. Millstone
Robert J. Neubert
Sylvia Nissenboim
Gary & Susan Oviatt
Nicholas Parato
Thomas E. Plank
Estelle & Andrew Rochman
Steven & Andrea Rosenblum
Carolyn & Larry Satz
Florence & Joe Schachter
Alfred Schwartz
Anna & Michael Shabsin
Marla Shanker (deceased)
Marsha & Karl E. Shanker
Wendy & Scott Shanker
Nancy & Alvin Siwak
Howard & Lori Soroko
Richard Stein

Myles & Susan Tenzer
Sherri & Danny Weintrop
Leo & Sara Wolf
Tai Yong
Martin & Kathy Zigler
Mark & Karen Zorensky

Sapphires: Up to $100
Batya Abramson-Goldstein
Audrey Adreon
Frank & Ilse Altman
Blair Balk
Terri Ballew
Marian Barnholtz
Morton & Norma Baron
Phillip & Maureen Berg
Lee & Lise Bernstein
Richard & Terry Bernstein
Irene Berry
Barbara Bianco
Ellen Binder & 

David Moskowitz
Herbert & Zella Blum
James & Nancy Bobrow
Wilfred & Beatrice Borenstein
Rosalyn Borg
Sylvia Cherrick
Arlene & Stanley Citerman
Harvey & Barbara Citerman
Stephen & Nadine Cohen
Mildred Cooperman
Edward & Linda Dahl
Beatrice Davis
Warren & Beryl Davis
Robin Deese
Ron Douglas
Norman & Sherri Druck
Thelma Edelstein
Ava Ehrlich & Barry Freedman
Betty Epstein
Irv Fagin
Deborah & Robert Feit
Ruth Feldman
Jonathan & Juli-Ann Felsher
Harvey & Marti Ferdman
Betty Fitzgerald
Audrey Friedman
Elene Ginsburg
Edward Goldberg
Paul & Susan Goldberg
Dorothy Goldstein
Rita & Richard Gram
Rabbi Menachem & 

Tova Greenblatt
Paul & Carol Gusdorf

Frieda Handelman
Howard & Alice Handleman
Theresa & Duane Higel
Ida Ingram
Joanne & Joel Iskiwitch
Neil & Wendy Jaffe
Daniel & Tracy Jasper
Joyce Jennings
Raizell Kalishman
Joan Katz
Susan Katzman
Sheryl Keevak-Signore
Leona Klayman
Walter & Lilly Ko
Simon & Bobbie Kohn
Andrew & Ruth Koshner
David & Nada Krauss
Janet Krout
Linda Kusmer
Carl & Gail Lang
Jay & Ruby Lapin
Judy Lazarus
Rubin & Beverly Leve
John & Sally Levy 
Marty & Mimi Levy
Ming Chu Li
Carl & Lynn Lyss
Esther Lyss-Greenstein &

Harvey Greenstein 
Sylvia & Stuart Manewith
Thomas & Marilyn Mapp
Joy Marcus & Martin Hahn
Sidney Martin
Vincent & Alversia Martin
Celia Mathless
Ronald & Paula Meyer
Marian & Jerrold Michaels
Renee & Bruce Michelson
Harold & Shirley Mosinger
Charles & Norma Moskowitz
Tim Murch
Harvey & Renee Noble
Michael Nogin
Harvey & Betty Oberman
Gert O’Neill
Ilene & Henry Ordower
Phillip & Flora Paster
Miriam Pessin
James L. Powell
Aileen Rabushka
Gladys Reichenbach
Susan Rich
Martin & Ruth Rochester
Randall & Leah Rose

Ruth Rosen
Sue Rosen
Steve & Sheryl Rosen
Barry Rosenberg & 

Barbara Levin
Orville Rosenblum
Steven & Karla Rosenblum
Richard Rosenthal
Marcia Schechter
Pauline Schneider
Aileen, Joe, & Scott Shanker
Bess Shanker
Edwin & Barbara Shifrin
Roberta Sidel
Fran Sisson
Betty Sloves
Bernard & Sally Stein
Bobbi Stevenson
Annita Suffian
Herbert & Phyllis Sunshine
Elaine & Marc Tenzer
Fancine Thompson
Clara Titov
Yevgeniy Vendrov
James Winkleman
Susan & Alan Witte
Myron & Rhona Yolkut
Isaac & Marilyn Young
Gerald & Judith Zafft
Vivian Zwick

Special Gifts & Named Funds
Anonymous
The Family of Molly Bell for

Beauty Salon Remodeling
The Family of Della Epstein

for Outdoor Living Fund
Sanford & Phyllis Goffstein for

Martin & Ethel Wishnuff
Birthday Celebration Fund

Lucy Lopata for Lucy &
Stanley Lopata Exercise
Fund

Patti Wolkowitz for Marie
Chused Cultural Events
Fund

Foundation Gifts
Gladys K. Crown Foundation
Messing Family Charitable

Foundation
Mildred Simon Foundation
Parkview Housing Foundation
The Trio Foundation 

of St. Louis

Thank You to Our  Crown Center Friends

Please become a Friend of Crown Center in 2005. For more information, contact Nikki at (314) 991-2055.



Celebrating Jewish Life
For Crown Center residents, countless opportunities exist to
participate in aspects of Jewish life. Among the challenges, though,
is figuring out exactly what we mean when we say “Jewish life.”

If you ask five people, no doubt you’ll get 
at least six answers such as religion, culture,
tradition, civilization, or commandments.
Jewish life, at Crown Center at least, is a little
more defined. Here it means community.

Whether one chooses to participate in a
Shabbat or high holiday service, a festive meal
in the sukkah, a Chanukah or Purim party, the
Yiddish Club, a mitzvah project for the needy
or the kosher dining experience, all these and
more can be done in connection with the
Crown Center community.

Shaare Emeth, United Hebrew, Shaare Zedek,
BSKI, Reform Jewish Academy, Solomon
Schechter Day School, St. Louis Hillel, Epstein
Hebrew Academy, Kol Am, NCJW, as well as
numerous individual and family volunteers, are
among those who have chosen Crown Center as
a destination to connect generational layers
through Jewish programming. Crown Center’s
Jewish programs are a forum for linking
preschoolers, teens, young adults, college
students, those in their middle years, and older
adults. Open to all, these events and gatherings

bring together our diverse community for a deeper
understanding of the many facets of Jewish life.  

Hannah Green, daughter of Board member
Randy Green and wife, Nancy, created “Hannah’s
Friends” to involve residents with her in carrying
out a community service mitzvah project to create
blankets for ill children. She organized the project
as part of her preparation for her bat mitzvah. 
Dr. Howard and Sally Goldstein of Young Israel
conduct traditional Kabbalat Shabbat services once
a month. Food is, of course, a big part of all
Jewish life and Crown Center activities. Latkes,
jelly donuts, apples and honey, hamantashen, wine,

continued on page 3

Hannah Green (top, second from left) with Crown Center friends
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Our mission 
is a commitment to
providing affordable,
quality, senior living 

in a caring, secure and
friendly atmosphere,
honoring the Jewish

tradition.

multipurpose rooms. This project will improve
the function and aesthetic enjoyment of the
kosher dining site and a variety of other
gatherings held there.

We are fortunate to have building patrons
who are investing in Crown Center. Recent 
contributions have included funding of the

open-air gazebo by the
family of Art Monsey, a
donation to the outdoor
living fund by the family of
Della Epstein, remodeling of
the beauty salon in memory
of Molly Bell, sponsoring
monthly birthday celebra-
tions with the establishment
of the Martin & Ethel
Wishnuff fund, providing

cultural events with the newly
established Marie Chused

Fund, and ongoing physical fitness programs
with the Lucy & Stanley Lopata Exercise Fund.

On page  of this newsletter you will learn
how the Chused and Borowsky families are
helping us build for the future. Endless support
from the Benjamin Tallin Program Fund, 
the Gladys K. Crown Fund, the Lawton
Foundation, the Messing Family Fund, and
hundreds of individuals participating in the
annual FRIENDS campaign, build our capacity
to achieve excellence in serving senior adults.

These donors are not only building a place
for people to feel proud to call home, but are
also truly fostering the hopes, dreams, and
dignity of our elders.

In both cases, we can also say “Once it is built, if
it is maintained, sustained, and cared for, they will
stay.” Buildings, programs, services, and a vibrant
community require attention, updating, and
improvements. Crown Center’s Board of Directors,
staff, friends, and patrons take the challenge of
building and maintaining quite seriously.

Physically, numerous projects
have been completed to
guarantee that Crown Center
remains an attractive and well
functioning home. These have
included new roofs, boiler, hot
water heater, and beautifully
remodeled lobby and corridors
in the Tallin building, which
brought improved lighting,
ventilation, new floor and wall
coverings, and furniture. All 
were chosen and installed with
sensitivity to the special needs of seniors, such
as low vision. Numerous bathtub “cutouts”
and other accommodations for those with more
limited mobility have been made. Some exterior
changes to encourage residents who love to 
garden, or who just enjoy sitting outdoors, have
done a great deal to enhance the day-to-day
life of residents. Much of this is possible only 
because of the generosity of individual donors,
who continue to invest in the vision and mission
of Crown Center.

Significant grants from The Trio Foundation of
St. Louis, the Mildred Simon Foundation, and a
family wishing to remain anonymous will also
make possible major renovations to the dining and
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Build It and They Will Come
That famous line from the film Field of Dreams has 
provided inspiration for many organizations. At The 
Gladys & Henry Crown Center for Senior Living, it can 
certainly refer to the physical facilities, which currently 
provide housing for nearly  older adults. It can also refer

to the number of programs and services that have been created to support
seniors and their ability to live rich, meaningful, independent lives. 

Patti Wolkowitz (center) sponsor of the Marie
Chused Fund with Joe Chused and Merle Miller.



volunteers & donors in action 

Caring Couples Launch Crown Partners
Chuseds and Borowskys Ensure the Future of Crown Center for Senior Living
Joseph Chused’s connection with Crown Center dates back 
 years when his late wife Marie and a group of women at
NCJW came up with the concept of building The Delcrest.
Marie became president of the Board and devoted her life to
this project now known as The Gladys & Henry Crown
Center for Senior Living’s Tallin Building.

Les Borowsky was one of the board presidents during the
second phase of Crown Center’s development: fundraising
and the application process to HUD for construction of the
Weinberg Building. He remains an active Board member.
Wendy, Les’s wife, has been a supportive partner, adding to
the success of the center. 

Joe believes it’s important that the legacy of the Crown
Center continues. “Crown Center is a success story. People
living here are happy, Marie and I decided long ago we 
would do something to make certain that continues. We
knew of no other organization more deserving of our help
and assistance,” Joe said.

Wendy and Les have always been impressed by “how 
much residents love living at Crown Center. There are so
many programs and activities that add to their lives and
experiences.”The couple believes the need for affordable
older adult housing is on the increase. 

“It is very important that we set up a secure endowment,”
they said, “so that Crown Center can carry out its mission 
to provide affordable housing for older adults.” Les believes
Crown Center will continue to “exceed expectations in
providing the best place possible for a warm, secure, and

caring home for
future generations.”

Thanks to the
commitment and
generosity of Joseph
and Marie Chused
and Les and Wendy
Borowsky, Crown
Center will be the
beneficiary of
planned gifts. Taking
the lead as the first
“Crown Partners,”
these couples want to guarantee the future of The Gladys 
& Henry Crown Center for Senior Living, in the Jewish
tradition of leaving a legacy that will enhance lives and
preserve the world.

Their pledges are examples of tzdekah at a higher level:
for half a century their personal involvements with Crown
Center have already left a mark. These couples want to do
more. They have accepted the responsibility to reach out to
other generations.

The Chuseds and the Borowskys were honored at a Crown

Center recognition event in June. If you are interested in ensuring

the future of Crown Center, please consider becoming a Crown

Partner. For more information, call Nikki Goldstein, executive

director, at (314) 991-2055. 

and challah become part of many celebrations.
An original series at Crown Center, The Power of Jewish

Women, attracted top-notch community educators who
explored the timeless topic of Jewish womanhood from a
variety of perspectives. Unsung Heroines, facilitated and taught
by independent Jewish educator Ronit Sherwin, explored the
lives of Eve, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, Lilith, and the wife of
Rabbi Akiva using interactive dialogue. Rabbi Max Weiman
of the St. Louis Kabalah Center discussed the hidden
qualities of Queen Esther. Judaism and feminism were the
focus with Esther Zimand of the Central Agency for Jewish

Education, and Jewish women and humor highlighted the
session with Barbara Raznick of the Brodsky Library.
Rabbi Hyim Shafner from Bais Abraham Congregation
shared an interpretive painting by his mother, artist Janet
Shafner, when teaching about Ruth. 

“Having participated in this wonderful series, we can
now find inspirational power within ourselves,”said
Maxine Nickerson. Residents also believe there is really no
way to capture the depth of joy, warmth, and kinship felt
by those sharing in the amazing bounty of these programs
celebrating Jewish life, and celebrating our community.

continued from page 1


